Lomustine (CCNU) and prednisone chemotherapy for high-grade completely excised canine mast cell tumors.
The efficacy and toxicity of lomustine and prednisone for treating high-grade completely excised mast cell tumors (MCTs) was evaluated in a retrospective study of 15 dogs. Dogs were treated with lomustine (CCNU) at 70 mg/m2 every 4 weeks and prednisone at 0.5 to 1 mg/kg body weight PO daily. Eight dogs had treatment failures due to recurrence at the site of the initial surgery (2/15), de novo cutaneous MCT (4/15), or metastatic disease (2/15). The median overall survival time was 904 days, with 9 dogs alive at 1 year and 6 dogs alive after 2 years. All but 2 of the dogs had toxicity throughout their treatment protocol, with neutropenia (67%) and elevations in ALT (60%) being the most common; however, no dogs required hospitalization. The protocol was overall well-tolerated and lomustine/prednisone should be considered in the adjunctive treatment of high-grade mast cell tumors.